
YEAR 1 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 

Autumn Term 1: 
Introduction to  
Building a GCSE 
Language Tool 
Kit  

Making explicit 
and implicit 
Inferences   
Establish initial 
ILP 
 

Identifying and 
using specific 
grammar and 
punctuation.       

Words and etymology  
Greek Literature  

Language devices 
and techniques 
Wilfred Owen 

Expository writing 
features and 
techniques 
Journalism   

Descriptive writing 
features and 
techniques  
Roald Dahl Boy  

Persuasive 
Writing features 
and techniques  

Key task 
assessment:  
testing tool box 
skills  
Review ILP Targets  

Autumn Term 2:  
19th Century 

Literature   
 
 

Critical Reading 
skills, Making 
inferences 
Dracula 
Establish initial 
ILP 
 

 Identifying 
language devices 
and features  
Oliver Twist 
  

19TH Century context 
and influences   
Documentary   
Essay/report  
 

Identifying writing 
form and structure  
“If”  
“London” 
   
 

Critical reading 
skills Making 
inferences, 
language devices 
and features 19th 
Century Newspaper 
article   

Oracy Research, 
devise and deliver a 
presentation on an 
aspect of 19th 
Century life.    

Presentation 
 
Key task 
assessment:  Q1 
Q2 Q3 Q4 
Exploration in 
creative writing  
Review ILP 
Targets 

 

Spring Term 1:  
Descriptive 

Writing 
 
 

Writing a 
description as 
suggested by a 
specific stimulus  
Establish initial 
ILP 

Ambitious 
vocabulary, 
Adjectives and 
enhanced writing 
skills  

Writing with style, 
structure and 
technique.   

Developing plot and 
characterisation   

Key task 
assessment 
question 5 
 
Review ILP Targets 

Presentation Pupils 
to share their 
written examples 
with peers who 
offer constructive 
feedback 

  

Spring Term 2: 
Writers 

viewpoints and 
perspectives  

 

Critical Reading 
and 
comprehension 
skills: making 
inferences based 
on non-fiction 
texts  Establish 
initial ILP 

 Identifying, codes 
and conventions, 
language devices 
and writing features 
of autobiographical 
writing   

Identifying and 
comparing specific 
themes and ideas 
based on nonfiction 
articles from different 
time periods    

To what extent do 
you agree with a 
specific opinion 
based on a given 
piece of non-fiction  
writing   

Organising own 
writing, planning 
and writing 
structure  

Key task 
assessment:  Q1 Q2 
Q3 Q4 writer’s 
viewpoints and 
perspectives  

Review ILP Targets 

  

Summer Term 1: 
21st Century 
Literature  

Critical Reading 
skills, Making 
inferences  
Extract Pigeon 
English  Establish 
initial ILP 

 Identifying 
language devices 
and features  
Extract Pigeon 
English  
 

Discuss the key 
themes and topical 
issues in Pigeon 
English using 
Transactional writing 

Debate regarding a 
controversial topic 
within pigeon 
English      
 

Responding to 
specific criticism of 

pigeon English  
Essay  

Review ILP Targets 

   

Summer Term 2:  
Drama and 

Speaking and 
Listening  

Read a selection 
of 21 century 
monologues and 
discuss specific 
features  

Discuss specific 
writing features, 
style and 
techniques  

Learn and rehearse 
specific monologue 
considering themes 
and ideas    

Presentation Pupils 
to share their 
written examples 
with peers who 
offer constructive 
feedback 

Speakers trust 
intervention 
workshop  
 
 
 
 

Possible theatre 
visit  
 
Reviewing  
 

   



 

 

 

 

YEAR 2 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 

Autumn Term 1: 
Preparation for 

examination  

Examination 
preparation 

Revision of 
Language tool kit 

COLD Informal 
MOCK 

EXAMINATION 

Paper 1 feedback 
and workshop  
Paper 2 feedback 
and workshop  
Individual learning 
plan  

Revise wise workshop   
Introducing revision 
plan and structured 
timetable.  

Exploration in 
creative writing 
walkthrough 
lessons   

Writers Viewpoints 
and perspective 
walkthrough lesson     

Practice exam 
papers and 
feedback 
 Review ILP  

Autumn Term 2:  
Writing non-
fiction text  

WARM FORMAL 
MOCK 
EXAMINATION 

Transactional 
writing 

  

Essay and report 
writing 
 
Individual mock 
feedback and 
reviewed ILP   

Persuasive writing  Writing a balanced 
argument  

Comparative 
writing  

Writers viewpoint 
and perspectives 
question 5 key task 
assessment  

 

Spring Term 1:  
Exploration in 

Creative writing  

Critical Reading 
skills, Making 
inferences  
Establish initial 
ILP 
 

 Identifying 
language devices 
and features  
 

Identifying writing 
form and structure  
 

 Critical reading 
skills Making 
inferences, 
language devices 
and features 
 

Creative writing 
challenge  

Key task 
assessment:  Q1 
Q2 Q3 Q4 
writer’s 
viewpoints and 
perspectives  
Review ILP 
Targets 

  

Spring Term 2: 
Writers 

viewpoints and 
perspectives  

Critical Reading 
and 
comprehension 
skills: making 
inferences based 
on non-fiction 
texts  Establish 
initial ILP 

 Identifying, codes 
and conventions, 
language devices 
and writing features 
of autobiographical 
writing   

Identifying and 
comparing specific 
themes and ideas 
based on nonfiction 
articles from 
different time 
periods    

To what extent do 
you agree with a 
specific opinion 
based on a given 
piece of non-fiction  
writing   

Organising own 
writing, planning and 
writing structure  

Key task 
assessment:  Q1 
Q2 Q3 Q4 
writer’s 
viewpoints and 
perspectives  

Review ILP 
Targets 

  

Summer Term 1: 
 

Revision Revision Revision Revision Revision  
 
 

  

Summer Term 2:  
 
 
 

Revision Revision Revision Revision Revision Revision 
 
 

Revision  



 

Unit Name: Building a GCSE Toolkit 1 Recommended Teaching Time:  8 weeks  

This unit is a revision unit covering the fundamental literacy skills established in key stage three. This is an opportunity to highlight and address learning gaps and to introduce, explore and model the necessary 
writing skills that are expected in GCSE English.      
Aims:  

1. To read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good understanding 
2. To read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing 
3. To write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately 
4. To use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately 
5. To acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language. 

 
I can statements (star the “essentials”)  Critical Content, Key Words and Additional Notes.  

Define inference and explain how a reader uses textual evidence to reach a logical conclusion 
(“based on what I’ve read, it’s most likely true that…”)  
 
Read closely and find answers explicitly in text (right their answers) and answers that require an 
inference determine key events over the course of the text that contribute to the theme compose 
an objective summary stating the key points of the text without adding my own opinions or feelings 
identify the elements of a story or a drama (e.g., plot, character, setting)  
 
Define and identify various forms of figurative language (e.g., simile, metaphor, hyperbole, 
personification, alliteration, assonance, onomatopoeia) distinguish between literal language (it 
means exactly what it says) and figurative language (sometimes what you say is not exactly what 
you mean)  
 
Identify the historical origins of words and their individual component makeup. I understand that 
the English language has evolved from specific ancient roots and I can subsequently identify 
morphemic structures and writing components. 
 
Discuss parts of speech, grammatical form and writing structure whilst making accurate statements 
about their function within a text.  
 
Explain why authors choose different points of view in a text (first person gives the reader insight 
into his/her own thoughts, second person draws the reader into the story by talking directly to 
them, and third person omniscient allows the reader to know all the thoughts of all characters 
contrast the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text use reading strategies (e.g., 
ask questions, make connections, take notes, make inferences, visualise, re-read) to help me 
understand difficult complex text.     
 

The content within the module is focused on revising and imbedding essential skills learnt from key stage 
key stage three. On completion pupils should be able to:  
 

- Identify specific language techniques 
- Consider the correct grammar  
- Discuss words and parts of speech discussing origins and function within the text  
- To consider different forms of writing technique.    

 
Assessment Objectives:  

- AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts. Students should be able to: 

o maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response 

o use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 

- AO2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using 
relevant subject terminology where appropriate. 

- AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written. 

- AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Assessment details 

Reading: comprehension task with multiple questions based on inference and language techniques  
Writing:  Multiple Choice Questions  



 

 

Question 

What is the difference between explicit and implicit inference?   

What are the different parts of speech?  

Discuss morphology and the origins of words?     

What is figurative language?  

How do you analyse structure?   

What are the key components of description?   

What are the key components of Persuasion?    

What are the key components of informative writing?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Unit Name: 19th Century Literature 2 Recommended Teaching Time:  8 weeks  

This module prepares pupils for their GCSE fiction exam by exploring a range of textual analysis and inferential reading skills. 
It encourages pupils to consider themselves and to review the influence that the 19th Century has had on the world in which they live  
The module covers the historic context of Victorian society and challenges pupils to consider the influence and subsequent impact that this revolutionary time period has had on literature in conjunction 
with contemporary society.  
           
Developing: pupils will have an introduction to the 19th Century and will be able to identify specific generic conventions  
Emerging:  pupil will be able to identify specific language techniques and writing codes and conventions specific to the given period          
Exceeding: pupils will be able to use literature analysis in conjunction with contextual studies to present a well formed literature curriculum 
Exceptional: Pupils will draw their own critical opinions about the time period and demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of writing from, structure and style. They will be able to formulate a 
critical response using a range of textual analysis skills in conjunction with historical study.  
I can statements (star the “essentials”)  Critical Content, Key Words and Additional Notes.  

- I can read a variety of fiction from the 19th Century. They will read extracts from texts 
such as: Frankenstein, Oliver, Dracula and The Woman in Black.  

- I can talk about the contexts in which these texts were written.  
- I can discuss the role of women, children, education, family life and traditions and beliefs 

in the 19th Century. 
- I can understand and analyse how characters and settings are created as well as studying 

the themes and context of the fiction.  
- I can write responses to the text with creativity and imagination. 
- I can share their ideas and thoughts in small group work and whole class discussions. 

This is a thematic unit, as such pupils should be able to read and comprehend 19th Century 
literature applying context and knowledge of generic signifiers to their studies.   
 

- Inference skills (Reading between the lines) 
- Four-part sentence structure (using words from the text to support their points) when 

analysing extracts.  
- Comparison skills 
- Considering context as they read the texts 
- Understanding and accessing language that is unfamiliar to them. 
- Discussion skills as they focus on themes and characters.  
- Writing skills – making sure they write for correct and appropriate audience and purpose 
- Capital letters and correct punctuation 
- Analysing structure of a text and using this in their own writing. 

 
Assessment Objectives:  

- AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts. Students should be able to: 

o maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response 

o use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 

- AO2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, 
using relevant subject terminology where appropriate. 

- AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were 
written. 

- AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with 
accurate spelling and punctuation 

Assessment details 

Reading Assessment: Analyse how writers create character/setting…or analyse how context influences a text  
Writing Assessment: Creative Writing linked to the stories studied. 



Question 

What inferences can you make about Stokers description of Dracula? 

How does Dickens use language to describe London?   

What does the industrial revolution mean?  

How did Victorians view class?  

What is Romantic Literature?  

What does the term the ‘enlightenment’ mean?  

What were the working conditions like in Victorian Britain?  

How were children treated in Victorian society?  

How did science influence literature?  

Who were the great writers of the 19th Century  

What codes and conventions are indicative of Victorian writing?   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Unit Name: Descriptive Writing 3 Recommended Teaching Time:  8 weeks  

This module discusses the strange relationship between humans and language. After explaining how language is a symbiotic technology and what that means for communicating in general, formal and 
informal communicative contexts are discussed, as is the formal demand that communication be polite, concise, and coherent. Descriptive writing is then introduced as a way to understand general and 
specific ideas and their relation to one another. Examples are also provided of denotative and connotative meanings in order to better explain the important function an overall impression serves in 
descriptive writing. Writers rely on the five senses (seeing, hearing, tasting, touching, and feeling) to describe their experiences and surroundings; writers use those kinds of sensory details to convey 
feelings about a place, a taste, a sound, a texture or sensation, a person, and even themselves. The overall impression is what draws all of these disparate elements together and gives a description its 
general purpose. Finally, the prewriting strategy of listing is introduced as a way to generate ideas for a description.        
Developing: Students will be able to use language to describe  
Emerging: Students will be able to use language technique to describe and develop narrative, themes, characters and writing context          
Exceeding: Students will use a range of narrative techniques, in conjunction with figurative language to offer a visual context   
Exceptional: Students writing will be immersive providing the reader with deliberate imagery and sensory description.    
I can statements (star the “essentials”)  Critical Content, Key Words and Additional Notes.  

I can use adjectives and adverbs to add detail. 
I can develop description of characters by including speech, feelings or emotion.  
In non-fiction writing, I am beginning to use headings and bullet points.  
I can express a viewpoint in my writing.  
I can write to a specific theme or writing style.  
I can order my writing using correct grammar and structural techniques  
I can write a story with a clear beginning, middle and end and with an ambiguous 
structure   
I can link ideas across sentences by using pronouns. 
 
 
 

Students will have an understanding of the definition of descriptive writing  
Students will be able to explain key characteristics of descriptive writing  
Students will be able to explain and provide examples of showing and telling sentences  
Students will be able to write an effective showing paragraph derived from a telling sentence 
Competency 1: -To read and listen to literary, popular, and information based texts  
Competency 2: -To write self-expressive, narrative, and information based texts 
Reading strategies – 
Use of pictures and other graphic representation to interpret texts -Questions and talk with others to clarify and 
enrich interpretations  
Response process and reading –  
Use of personal, social, and cultural background experiences to interpret texts  
Writing system: Understanding of language –  
Identification of purpose of writing  
Writing process – 
Using graphic organisers   
Sharing owns writing with peers  
Knowledge of texts -   
Reading-writing connections   
Guided discussion and questioning of texts read, listened to an 
Assessment Objectives:  

- AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts. Students should be able to: 

o maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response 

o use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 

- AO2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant 
subject terminology where appropriate. 

- AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written. 

- AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and 
punctuation 

Assessment details 

Reading Assessment: Analyse how writers create character/setting…or analyse how context influences a text 
Writing Assessment:  



 

Question 

What is figurative language?  

What does “analepsis” mean? 

What does “prolepsis” mean?  

What does “foreshadowing” mean?  

What does “tense” mean?  

How do you develop tension?  

Define structure?  

Can you define “protagonist” and “antagonist”?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Unit Name: Writers viewpoints and perspectives  4 Recommended Teaching Time:  8 weeks  

The aim of this module is to develop students’ insights into how writers have particular viewpoints and perspectives on issues or themes that are important to the way we think and live our lives. It will 
encourage students to critically review writing and identify specific writing themes and structures.   
 
I can statements (star the “essentials”)  Critical Content, Key Words and Additional Notes.  

- I can read a variety of nonfiction literature identifying the type, audience 
and the purpose  

- I can talk about the contexts in which these texts were written.  

- I can identify specific language techniques  

- I can discuss form and structure  

- I can plan and write extended exam responses in time limited conditions 

- I can understand and analyse specific writing technique   
- I can write responses to the text with creativity and imagination 
- I can share their ideas and thoughts in small group work and whole class 

discussions. 
 

The sources for the reading questions will be non-fiction and literary non-fiction texts. They will be drawn 
from the 19th century, and either the 20th or 21st century depending on the time period assessed in 

Paper 1 in each particular series. The combination selected will always provide students with an 
opportunity to consider viewpoints and perspectives over time.  
 
Choice of genre will include high quality journalism, articles, reports, essays, travel writing, accounts, 
sketches, letters, diaries, autobiography and biographical passages or other appropriate non-fiction and 
literary non-fiction forms. 
 
In section B, there will be a single writing task related to the theme of section A. It will specify audience, 
purpose and form, and will use a range of opinions, statements and writing scenarios to provoke a 
response. 

 AO1: identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas 

o select and synthesise evidence from different texts 

 AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views 

 AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more 
texts 

 AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references 

 AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register 
for different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural and 
grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts 

 AO6: Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, 
with accurate spelling and punctuation. (This requirement must constitute 20% of the marks for each 
specification as a whole.) 

 AO7: Demonstrate presentation skills in a formal setting 

 AO8: Listen and respond appropriately to spoken language, including to questions and feedback on 
presentations 

 AO9: Use spoken Standard English effectively in speeches and presentations. 

 

Assessment details 

Practice exam paper 2 8700 Writers viewpoints and perspectives  



Question 

How do you define type, audience and purpose?  

What does comparative writing mean?   

What is an opinion article?  

Discuss persuasive devices?  

What are emotive devices?  

What is expository writing?  

What is transactional writing?  

What is discursive writing?  

Describe the difference between autobiography and biography  

Discuss inference 

Define textual analysis  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Name: Pigeon English 5 Recommended Teaching Time:  8 weeks  

The aim of this module is to engage students in a creative text and inspire them to write creatively themselves by: 
- reading a literature fiction text in order to consider how established writers use narrative and descriptive techniques to capture the interest of readers 
- writing their own creative text, inspired by the topic that they have responded to in section A to demonstrate their narrative and descriptive skills in response to a written prompt, scenario or 

visual image. 
 

I can statements (star the “essentials”)  Critical Content, Key Words and Additional Notes.  

- I can refer to the text to support my thoughts and draw inferences about 
a story.  

- I can use details from the text to determine the theme or message of a 
story.  

- I can give a summary of the story without adding my opinions or 
judgments.  

- I can describe how the plot of a story or drama unfolds in a sequence of 
events. 

- I can describe how the characters in a story or drama change as a story 
moves towards its conclusion.  

- I can figure out the deeper meanings of words and phrases as they are 
used in a story.  

- I can think and talk about the effects that specific words have on the 
meaning or tone of a story.  

- I can think and talk about how specific parts of a story, play or poem fit 
into the overall text and contribute to the development of the theme, 
setting or plot 

- I can explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or 
speaker in a text.  

- I can compare and contrast the difference between reading a story, 
drama or poem to listening or watching the story in an audio or video 
version. 

Spoken  Writing  Reading 

Appropriate use of Standard English 
Appropriate level of formality for 
the task 
Appropriate use of vocabulary to 
persuade 
Appropriate use of grammar 
Appropriately structured 
presentation 

Use contextual knowledge to 
explain and develop the 
comparison 
Analyse the author’s intentions and 
consider how that has impacted on 
the writing 
Use quotations to justify points 
Analyse language and language 
techniques in detail 
Analyse structure and structural 
techniques in detail 

Write in an appropriate level of 
formality 
Use an appropriate structure 
Use an appropriate form (a letter) 
Write for a particular purpose and 
audience 
Use appropriate vocabulary to 
explain and argue 
Use accurate spelling 
Use a range of sentence structures 
for effect 

C2- Participating and responding to cultural activities 
M1-Developing and expressing personal views or values 
S1- Developing personal qualities and using social skills 
SP3-Exploring the values and beliefs of others 
SP4- Understanding human feelings and emotions 
SP5-Using imagination and creativity in learning 

Assessment details 

Formal Examination: 8700 Exploration in Creative Writing  
 



 

Question 

From which perspective is the whole story written and why?  

What are the fundamental themes within the text?  

How has Kelman used language to present ideas?  

What is the moral?  

Who is the antagonist?  

Who is the protagonist?  

What is the purpose of the Pigeon? What does it represent?   

Who is the book targeted at?  

What is the context of this story?  

How is foreshadowing used  

What genre is Pigeon English?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Unit Name: Spoken Language 6 Recommended Teaching Time:  8 weeks  

Students must undertake a prepared spoken presentation on a specific topic. The topic is at the discretion. As a guide, the duration should be no more than ten minutes. The key requirements are:  

- Presentations must be formal but may take a wide variety of forms, including talks, debates, speeches and dialogues  
- Students must identify the subject for their presentations in advance and agree it with their teacher  
- Presentations must be planned and organised. Students should be advised that that lack of preparation is likely to prevent access to the criteria for the higher grades  
- Students may use pre-prepared notes, PowerPoint etc. to assist them during their presentations but this is not a requirement  
- As part of, or following, the presentation students must listen to and respond appropriately to questions and feedback  
- where the audience is the teacher only, the presentation and dialogue must be designed in such a way that it could have a potentially wider audience than just one person (eg it replicates a 

television interview). 

I can statements  Critical Content, Key Words and Additional Notes.  

I can speak clearly with appropriate diction    
 
I can express challenging ideas/information/ feelings using a range of vocabulary  
 
I can organise and structure my presentation clearly and appropriately to meet the 
needs of my target audience  
 
I can achieve the purpose of my presentation  
 
I can listen to questions/feedback responding formally and in some detail 
 
I can demonstrate characterisation when reading / performing fictitious text  
 
I can engage audiences with strong speaking skills  
 
I can command attention with clear diction and performance skills 
 
I can use strong vocabulary with confidence  
    

Competence  
a) Being clear, coherent and accurate in spoken and written communication. 
c)  Demonstrating a secure understanding of the conventions of written language, including grammar, spelling 

and punctuation. 
e) Making informed choices about the effective ways to communicate formally and informally 

 
Creativity 
c)  Using imagination to convey themes, ideas and arguments, solve problems, and create settings, moods and 

characters. 
d) Using creative approaches to answering questions, solving problems and developing ideas. 
 
Cultural Understanding 
a) Gaining a sense of the English literary heritage and engaging with important texts in it.  

 
Critical Understanding  
a) Engaging with ideas and texts, understanding and responding to main issues. 

c) Exploring others’ ideas and developing their own. 
d) Analysing and evaluating spoken and written language to appreciate how meaning is shaped. 
 

 

Assessment details 

Formal Presentation 
Group discussion  
Performance  



 

Question 
Which two things do you need to consider when planning to speak to a group of people? 
How could you prepare for speaking? 
If you were to present about a new product that you had invented on Dragons' Den, what would the purpose of your speech be? 
What is the difference between standard and colloquial language? 
How can you successfully interact and respond to others during a discussion? 
Which type of questioning is best to develop a discussion? 
What can help you to challenge others' ideas and develop a debate or discussion? 
What are the key aims of a presentation?  
Which two things do you need to do when creating a role-play piece? 
How can you make a character less that one dimensional?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Name: Revision 1 Recommended Teaching Time:   

 This module is a revision module devised to enable pupils to prepare for their GCSE examinations. This is a cross curricular module teaching pupils to consider time management, planning and 
preparation for the national expectations for examination pupils. The curriculum content is very much needs based and is assessed by a cold assessment prior to a warm mock exam at the next stage.  
  
I can statements (star the “essentials”)  Critical Content, Key Words and Additional Notes.  

- I can demonstrate an understanding of the examination expectations 
- I can work within a specific time limit  
- I can demonstrate an understanding of assessment objectives  
- I can work with feedback and make amendments  
- I can access a range of revision material to support independent learning.     

- Following the AQA specification for GCSE language  
- Ensure that pupils are aware of time limits and core assessment objectives   
- Access past examination papers  
- Encourage pupils to mark their own work in accordance with the marking criteria.       

 
 
 
 
Assessment Objectives:  

- AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts. Students should be able to: 

o maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response 

o use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 

- AO2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, 
using relevant subject terminology where appropriate. 

- AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were 
written. 

- AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with 
accurate spelling and punctuation 

Assessment details 

Reading Assessment: Analyse how writers create character/setting…or analyse how context influences a text  
Writing Assessment: Creative Writing linked to the stories studied. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 

Can you use standard formal English to respond to specific questions?  

Can you demonstrate an advanced knowledge of grammatical structure?  

Can you textually analyse key texts identifying specific linguistic features?  

Can you make explicit and implicit inferences?  

Do you have a wide understanding of thematic structure?  

What does codes and conventions mean?  

What is structure?  

What does context mean and why is it important to literature?  

What is reader response?  

What does exposition mean in the context of writing?  



 

Unit Name: Writing Non-Fiction Text 2 Recommended Teaching Time:   

 This scheme of work is designed to prepare students for question 5 paper 2 by guiding them through strategies for reading and producing non-fiction writing.  

 
I can statements (star the “essentials”)  Critical Content, Key Words and Additional Notes.  

- Ask questions to improve my understanding. 
- Infer information about the feelings, thoughts and motives of characters from what I am reading. 
- Predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 
- Summarise the main ideas in a text of several paragraphs. 
- Tell you how the language, structure and presentation add to the meaning of a text, giving examples. 
- Retrieve, record and present information from a variety of non-fiction sources. 
- Participate in classroom discussions with my peers about books that I have read, or that somebody 

has read to me or summarised for me. 
- Explain and discuss what I have read through formal presentation. 
- Provide a reasoned argument to support my views. 
- Use a variety of prefixes and suffixes. 
- Spell some words with ‘silent’ letters. 
- Distinguish between homophones by their spelling. 
- Spell the words I have been taught. 
- Use a dictionary to check the spelling and meaning of words. 
- Use a thesaurus to find alternative words with the same meaning. 
- Identify my audience and write with them in mind. 
- Draft my work developing initial ideas and researching where necessary. 
- Consider how authors have developed characters and settings and use that knowledge to plan my 

own work. 
- Select and use the correct grammar and explain how my choices can change and enhance meaning. 
- Write a short précis of a longer passage. 
- Use organisational and presentational devices to structure stories. 
- Assess the effectiveness of my writing and other people’s writing. 
- Suggest changes to the vocabulary, grammar and punctuation I have used to improve the writing. 
- Punctuate direct and indirect speech. 
- Use passive verbs. 
- Use the perfect form of verbs. 
- Use expanded noun phrases. 
- Use modal verbs or adverbs. 
- Use relative clauses. 
- Use commas; hyphens; brackets for parenthesis. 
- Use semi-colons, colons and dashes as boundaries between independent clauses. 
- Use a colon to introduce a list. 
- Punctuate bullet points. 
- Use the grammar I have learned. 

 
 
Students should be able to:  
Write to communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, using and adapting forms 
and selecting vocabulary appropriate to task and purposes in ways that engage the 
reader.   
 
Organise information and ideas into structured and sequenced sentences, paragraphs 
and whole texts, using a variety of linguistic and structural features to support cohesion 
and coherence.  
 
Use a range of sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate 
punctuation and spelling. 
 
Assessment Objectives:  

- AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts. Students should be able to: 

o maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response 

o use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 

- AO2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and 
effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate. 

- AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which 
they were written. 

AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, 
with accurate spelling and punctuation 
 
Key Skills  
 

 W2.1 Present information & ideas concisely 

 W2.4 Use range of syntax & paragraphs to organise writing effectively. 

 W2.5 Punctuate written text accurately. 

 R2.3 Identify purpose of texts & comment on how meaning is conveyed. 

 R2.5 Analyse texts in relation to audience & purpose 

 SL2.2 Present information & ideas clearly to other 

 SL2.3  Adapt contributions to suit audience & purpose. 

Assessment details 

Cold and Warm assessment question 5 8700 paper 2  



 

 

 

 

Question 

What is transactional writing?  

What is expository writing? 

What is persuasive writing? 

What is discursive writing? 

What is descriptive writing? 

What is audience reception? 

What is writing tone? 

What is a discourse marker? 

What is a narrative device?  

Define writing style?  

Define journalise  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Name: Exploration in creative writing  Recommended Teaching Time:  8 weeks  

This module prepares pupils for their GCSE fiction exam by exploring a range of textual analysis and inferential reading skills. 
It encourages pupils to consider themselves and to review the influence that literature has had on the world in which they live  
Crucially this Module considers how to respond to the assessment specification of 8700 Exploration in creative writing  
 
I can statements (star the “essentials”)  Critical Content, Key Words and Additional Notes.  

- read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good understanding 

- read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and 

improve their own writing 

- write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately 

- use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately 

- acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and 

understanding of grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for 

reading, writing and spoken language. 

- . 

This is a thematic unit, as such pupils should be able to read and comprehend literature applying 
context and knowledge of generic signifiers to their studies.   
 

- Inference skills (Reading between the lines) 
- Four-part sentence structure (using words from the text to support their points) when 

analysing extracts.  
- Comparison skills 
- Considering context as they read the texts 
- Understanding and accessing language that is unfamiliar to them. 
- Discussion skills as they focus on themes and characters.  
- Writing skills – making sure they write for correct and appropriate audience and purpose 
- Capital letters and correct punctuation 
- Analysing structure of a text and using this in their own writing. 

 
Assessment Objectives:  

- AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts. Students should be able to: 

o maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response 

o use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 

- AO2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, 
using relevant subject terminology where appropriate. 

- AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were 
written. 

- AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with 
accurate spelling and punctuation 

Assessment details 

Reading Assessment: Analyse how writers create character/setting…or analyse how context influences a text  
Writing Assessment: Creative Writing linked to the stories studied. 



 

Question 

Can you distinguish between explicit and implicit inference?  

Can you identify language features and make suggestions about their subsequent effect upon the reader?  

Can you identify specific words choices and offer an etymological assessment?    

Can you identify specific techniques and identify the denotation and connotations affiliated?   

Can you discuss theme and context in relation to your reader response?   

Can you formulate a critical opinion?  

Can you evidence your own reader response?  

Can you make suggestions about the generic identity of a text?  

Can you formulate and plan aa literature based essay?  

Can you form strong writing skills and communicate ideas and concepts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Unit Name: Writers viewpoints and perspectives  4 Recommended Teaching Time:  8 weeks  

The aim of this module is to develop students’ insights into how writers have particular viewpoints and perspectives on issues or themes that are important to the way we think and live our lives. It will 
encourage students to critically review writing and identify specific writing themes and structures.   
 
I can statements (star the “essentials”)  Critical Content, Key Words and Additional Notes.  

- I can read a variety of nonfiction literature identifying the type, audience 
and the purpose  

- I can talk about the contexts in which these texts were written.  

- I can identify specific language techniques  

- I can discuss form and structure  

- I can plan and write extended exam responses in time limited conditions 

- I can understand and analyse specific writing technique   
- I can write responses to the text with creativity and imagination 
- I can share their ideas and thoughts in small group work and whole class 

discussions. 
 

The sources for the reading questions will be non-fiction and literary non-fiction texts. They will be drawn 
from the 19th century, and either the 20th or 21st century depending on the time period assessed in 

Paper 1 in each particular series. The combination selected will always provide students with an 
opportunity to consider viewpoints and perspectives over time.  
 
Choice of genre will include high quality journalism, articles, reports, essays, travel writing, accounts, 
sketches, letters, diaries, autobiography and biographical passages or other appropriate non-fiction and 
literary non-fiction forms. 
 
In section B, there will be a single writing task related to the theme of section A. It will specify audience, 
purpose and form, and will use a range of opinions, statements and writing scenarios to provoke a 
response. 

 AO1: identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas 

o select and synthesise evidence from different texts 

 AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views 

 AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more 
texts 

 AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references 

 AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register 
for different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural and 
grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts 

 AO6: Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, 
with accurate spelling and punctuation. (This requirement must constitute 20% of the marks for each 
specification as a whole.) 

 AO7: Demonstrate presentation skills in a formal setting 

 AO8: Listen and respond appropriately to spoken language, including to questions and feedback on 
presentations 

 AO9: Use spoken Standard English effectively in speeches and presentations. 

 

Assessment details 

Practice exam paper 2 8700 Writers viewpoints and perspectives  



Question 

How do you define type, audience and purpose?  

What does comparative writing mean?   

What is an opinion article?  

Discuss persuasive devices?  

What are emotive devices?  

What is expository writing?  

What is transactional writing?  

What is discursive writing?  

Describe the difference between autobiography and biography  

Discuss inference 

Define textual analysis  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Name: REVISION  Recommended Teaching Time:  8 weeks  

 
  
 
I can statements (star the “essentials”)  Critical Content, Key Words and Additional Notes.  

- AO1: identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and 
ideas 

o select and synthesise evidence from different texts 

- AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language 
and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using 
relevant subject terminology to support their views 

- AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how 
these are conveyed, across two or more texts 

- AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate 
textual references 

- AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting 
and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes 
and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural 
and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of 
texts 

- AO6: Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence 
structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and 
punctuation. (This requirement must constitute 20% of the marks 
for each specification as a whole.) 

- AO7: Demonstrate presentation skills in a formal setting 

- AO8: Listen and respond appropriately to spoken language, 
including to questions and feedback on presentations 

- AO9: Use spoken Standard English effectively in speeches and 
presentations 

- To support pupils to follow bespoke revision plan  

- use ILP to identify short falls  

- Practice examination papers  

- Develop intervention plan 

- Follow learning structure as suggested by AQA  

 

Assessment details 

Practice exam paper 2 8700 Writers viewpoints and perspectives  



 

 

 

 


